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August 31, 2005
IRAQ WAR COSTS EVERY AMERICAN $727, EXCEEDING
COSTS OF VIETNAM WAR

A stunning new report from the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) shows that
the war in Iraq has so far cost every person in the U.S. $727, making the
Irag War the most expensive military effort in the last 60 years. Moreover,
the costs of the war and the continuing American occupation of Iraq have
exceeded those of the Vietham war during eight years. Operations costs in
Fe— Jraq are estimated at $5.6
billion per month in 2005. By
comparison, the average cost
of U.S. operations in Vietnam
over the eight-year war was
$5.1 billion per month,
adjusting for inflation.

‘| The IPS report, The Iraq
Quagmire: The Mounting
Costs of War and the Case for
Bringing Home the Troops,
was written by Phyllis Bennis,
Erik Leaver and the IPS Iraq
Task Force. Among the report's other findings:

-- According to current estimates, the cost of the Irag War could exceed
$700 billion. In current dollars, the Vietnam War cost U.S. taxpayers $600
billion.

-- Staying in Irag and Afghanistan at current levels would nearly double the
projected federal budget deficit over the next decade.

--Since 2001, the U.S. has deployed more than 1 million troops to Iraq and
Afghanistan.

-- Broken down per person in the United States, the cost so far is $727,
making the Irag War the most expensive military effort in the last 60 years.
-- The number of journalists killed reporting the Iraq War (66) has
exceeded the number of journalists killed reporting on the Vietnam War
(63).
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-- The U.S. controls 106 military bases across Iraq. Congress has budgeted
$236 million for permanent base construction in FY2005

The impact at home of the Iraq war is considerable, in the burdens it places
on both the families of those serving and on the communities in which
those families lives. The IPS report notes the heightened costs of domestic
security due to the Iraq war: "Roughly 48,000 members of the National
Guard and Reserve are currently serving in lrag—making up nearly 35
percent of the total U.S. forces there. Their deployment puts a particularly
heavy burden on their home communities because many are “first
responders,” including police officers, firefighters, and emergency medical
personnel. For example, 44 percent of the country’s police forces have lost
officers to Iraq. In some states, the absence of so many Guard troops has
raised concerns about the ability to handle fires and other natural
disasters..."

Moreover, the war and occupation of Iraq have drained the U.S. Treasury of
money desperately needed for social programs. The IPS report makes the
following calculations: "The Administration’s FY 2006 budget, which does
not include any funding for the Iraqg War, takes a hard line with domestic
spending— slashing or eliminating more than 150 federal programs. The
$204.4 billion appropriated thus far for the war in Iraq could have
purchased any of the following desperately needed services in our
country: 46,458,805 uninsured people receiving health care or
3,545,016 elementary school teachers or 27,093,473 Head Start
places for children or 1,841,833 affordable housing units or 24,072
new elementary schools or 39,665,748 scholarships for university
students or 3,204,265 port container inspectors." There's a lot more,
and you can read the entire report by clicking here.
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A buck don't go as far as it used to.
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